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STATE OF DELAWARE

STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
MARGARET M. O’NEILL BUILDING

410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1 Voice: (302) 739-3620
DOVER, DE 19901 TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699
MEMORANDUM Fax: (302) 739-6704

DATE: April 23, 2012
TO: All Members of the Delaware State
FROM: Ms. Daniese McMullin-Powe i

State Council for Persons with Disabilities
RE: H.B. 275 [Veteran Employment State Tax Credit]

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 275 which establishes
the Veterans’ Opportunity Credit that awards employers for hiring qualified veterans. As
background, attached please find a March 16, 2012 News Journal article and March 16, 2012
News fournal editorial endorsing the legislation. The bill is patterned on similar legislation
enacted in lllinois, California, Minnesota, and West Virginia. It would provide a state tax credit
of 10% of gross wages of a “qualified veteran”. The credit would be available for up to 3 years
and would be capped at $1,500 annually. A “qualified veteran” is limited to persons who served
in recent campaigns (Iraq; Afghanistan; Global War on Terror) as documented by receipt of a
certain medal. The News Journal article indicates that there are 7,000 Iraq and Afghanistan war
veterans in Delaware,

SCPD strongly endorses the proposed legislation. Consistent with the attached U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics information, the unemployment rate for veterans with disabilities is higher than
the unemployment rate for veterans without disabilitics. Tom Brokow of NBC’s DATELINE
highlighted the plight of an unemployed Iragi war veteran (with diagnoses of PTSD, thyroid
disorder, and orthopedic impairment) in a Sunday, March 25, 2012 program. The video can be
accessed at http://www.msnbe.msn.com/id/3032600/vp/46837934#46837934. H.B. 275 would
benefit veterans with and without disabilities.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding our
position or observations on the proposed legislation.

ce: The Honorable Jack A. Markell
The Honorable Earl G. Jaques
Mr. Brian Hartman, Esq.
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
Hb 275 vets 4-23-12
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delawareonline.com

Hiring: Bill could
help 3,000 1n state

Continued from Page B1

program remains in ef-
fect for for-profit as well
as tax-exempt businesses

that hire unemployed vet- -

erans who begin work
prior o Jan. 1, 2013.
Markell said the cost of
the tax-credit program 1o
the state is not yet known,
but based on Iinois’ fig-
ures, the administration
expects the impact will be
iess than $100,000 a year.
The administration ex-
pects the bill to be ready
for Markell's signature
well before the June 30

close of the legislative-

session.

Markell, who visited
troops from Delaware. in
Afghanistan last fall, said
Thursday that the reces-

“sion has taken a particu-
larly heavy toli on recent
- veterans.

“So many of them have
found that the recession
that has years of devastat-
ing effects on our econ-
omy has hit veterans as
well,” he said. “That’s
clearly not a way to thank
people for something.”

* The January unem-
ployment rate for all US:
veterans of the recent
wars was 9.1 percent, 0.8
percentage-points higher

Ll tln mmsmnant Avranall

did not calculate an unem-
ployment rate for the
state’s 7,000 Iraq and
Afghanistan war veter-
ans, because the sample is
too small.

“We have no confi-
dence in those numbers,”
Kosanovich said.

Qualified veterans
must have served in or
closely supported the
wars in Iragq or
Afghanistan. Selander
said that means they must
have earned either the
Afghanistan or Iraq cam-
paign medals or the
Global War on Terrorisin
Expeditionary Medal,
which recognize service -
in those countries and re-
lated service. They also
would -have to be
PDelaware residents, or
nonresidents who served
in the Delaware National
Guard. . :

Sen. George Bunting

I, D-Bethany Beach, who
served in the Marine
Corps during the Vietnam
War, said a stigma at-
tached to those returning
from combat kept him
“from wearing his uniform
home, and from listing his
military service on his ré-
sumé. He hopes veterans
nowadays fare better,
nartlty haranse of leisla-
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Isabled veterans and the iabor rorce, Ine BEAITOrs LJesK

rage 1 o 5.

= U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

TED: The Editor's Desk

March 17, 2010 (The Editor’s Desk is updated each business day.)

Disabléd‘ veterans and the labor force

In August 2009, about 2.8 million veterans, or 13 percent of the total, reported having a service-
connected disability. (Some veterans did not report whether they had a service-connected

disability.)

Population of veterans 18 years and over by presence of
service-connected disability and reported disabiiify rafing,
August 2009, not seasonally adjusted

Lessthan
Spercent

disabiiifyrating
24%

disabilityrating
27%
& Disability rating

notrepored
&%

Source; U.S. Buresu ofLabor Stalistics

[Chart data]

Veterans with a service-connected disability are assigned a disability rating by the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs. Ratings range from 0 to 100 percent, in increments of 10 percentage points,
depending on the severity of the condition. About 4 in 10 disabled veterans reported a disability
rating of less than 30 percent, while about 1 in 4 had a rating of 60 percent or higher.

Among veterans who served in Gulf War era I, about 21 percent reported having a service-
connected disability. Of these, 80.5 percent were in the labor force, compared with 87,2 percent of

nondisabled veterans from this period.

http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/print.pl/opub/ted/2010/ted 20100317 htm 3/28/2012
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Laborforce participation rates, veterans 18 years and over, by presence of
service-connected disability, August 2009, not seasonally adjusted
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Source: 1.5, Buretau of Labor Statistics

[Chart data]

About 18 percent of veterans who served during Gulf War era I reported a service-connected
disability. Their labor force participation rate (77.8 percent) was lower than the rate for veterans
from the era who did not have a disability (92.8 percent).

Among the 1.4 million disabled veterans of World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam era,
28.8 percent were in the labor force in August 2009, compared with 37.0 percent of veterans from
these periods who did not have a service-connected disability.

The Current Population Survey (CPS) is the source of these data. In the CPS, veterans are defined
as men and women who have previously served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces and who
were civilians at the time they were surveyed. To learn more, see "Employment Situation of
Veterans: 2009," news release (HTML) (PDF) USDL 10-0285.

Related TED articles

Labor force | Disability

Of interest

Spotlight on Statistics: The Recession of 2007-2009

The most recent recession in the United States began in December 2007 and ended in June 2009, though
many of the statistics that describe the U.S. economy have yet to return to their pre-recession values. In
this Spotlight, we present BLS data that compare the recent recession to previous recessions. Read more
2

http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/print.pl/opub/ted/2010/ted 20100317.htm 3/28/2012
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U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics | Division of Information and Marketing Services, PSB Suite 2850, 2
Massachusetts Avenue, NE Washington, DC 20212-0001

www.bls.gov/OPUB | Telephone: 1-202-691-5200 | Contact Us

hftp:// data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/print.pl/opub/ted/2010/ted_20100317.htm 3/28/2012



