STATE OF DELAWARE
STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
MARGARET M. O’NEILL BUILDING
410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1 Voice: (302) 739-3620
DoVER, DE 19901 TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699
Fax: (302) 739-6704

MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 26, 2015

TO: The Honorable Jack Markell

FROM: Ms. Daniese McMullin-Po Jakperson

State Council for Persons with Disabilities
RE: H.B. 126 (Minimum Age of Prosecution)

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 126 which would
disallow prosecution of child for conduct occurring when the child was under the age of 10.
Instead, young children could be referred to appropriate intervention and treatment programs.
Indeed, their participation in such programs could be court ordered or otherwise required. The
legislation adopts the American Bar Association (ABA) standard (age 10) as the minimum age of
responsibility for juvenile prosecutions. The synopsis notes that at least eleven (11) other states,
including Pennsylvania, have the adopted the ABA standard. SCPD has the following
observations.

First, the legislation is consistent with recent public policy and public sentiment. For example,
in 2010, legislation (H.B. 347) was enacted to limit school reporting of child offenses to the
police. Prior to 2010, schools were required to report “criminal” conduct of any child age 9 or
older to the police. The mandatory reporting threshold was changed to age 12 for most offenses
as a matter of public policy. See, e.g., the attached June 4, 2010 News Journal editorial which
describes the discipline of a 6 year old Delaware student who brought his Cub Scout utensil to
school to eat his lunch. Referrals of young children to law enforcement has been a matter of
historic concern. See, e.g.. the referral of a 6 year old to the Attorney General for “offensive
touching” of a teacher (attached 12/12/96 and 12/13/96 News Journal articles).

Second, young children can be traumatized and terrorized by police involvement. In 2013, the

Delaware Supreme Court criticized the intense police questioning of an innocent 8 year old who

was informed he could be arrested if he didn’t tell the truth and incarcerated where “people are
|



mean and children are treated like criminals” and “siblings would be upset and would not be able
to see them.” See attached July 11, 2013 News Journal article.

Third, nationally, a model which diverts troubled children from arrests to support services has
proven effective. See attached December 2, 2013 New York Times article. See also attached
National Center for Mental Health & Juvenile Justice, “Better Solutions for Youth with Mental
Health Needs in the Juvenile Justice System” (2014), published at
http://www.modelsforchange.net/publications/519 .

Fourth, the federal government is promoting interventions which divert children from the
juvenile and criminal justice systems. See attached January 9, 2014 News Journal article. In
part, this initiative recognizes the disproportionate discipline and prosecution of minorities. Id.
See also attached January 10, 2014 News Journal article. As the above “Better Solutions”
publication notes, “between 65% to 70% of youth in contact with the juvenile justice system
have a diagnosable mental health disorder” and many would be better served by diversionary
programs.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding
our observations on the proposed legislation.

cc: Mr. Andrew Lippstone, Office of the Governor
Ms. Lindsay O’Mara, Office of the Governor
Mr. Brendan O’Neill, Office of the Public Defender
Ms. Tania Culley, Office of Child Advocate
Mr. Brian Hartman, Esq.
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
HB 126 minimum age of prosecution 6-23-15
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Girl, 6,in
trouble for
‘offensive
touching’

By TERRI SANGINITI
.. Staft reporter

- MIDDLETOWN'— To first-

grader Stephanie Martin, it was 2

harmless love tap on her teacher's *

rear end. . '
o iTa Appaqui,uimink school dis-
* trict officials and the atforney gen-
< aral’s office it was “offensive
. 4ouching,” worthy of a possible
five-day suspension. =~ - Y
- . District officialé allege that
d recess Friday afternoon at
i Suver Lake Ele-
fmentary
i School, 6-year-"
old Stephanie
4 poked primary
teacher Laurie
Wicks in the

buttocks.
‘Wicks-
ported the inci-

; dent Monday to

M principal Gail

_ Stephanie Martin  Quimby, who

) suspended
Stephanie.

i “T'm confused," said Stephanie's
mother, Gerrie Martin. “She liles
Mz, Wicks and was doing thisasa
love pat for attention. And they
want to get her for offensive touch-
ing.

", A 4year-old state law requires
- district officials to report to au-
thorities such crimes as offensive
touching, assaults, extortions and
crimes involving weapons and
drugs.
The law was designed to force
school districts to involve law en-
forcement in ¢racking down on

crime.in schools. It fines school of- | ;

ficials $250 for a first offense and
$600 for a second offense if they
fail to notify authorities.

Appoguinimink school officials
geid their hiands were tied by the
Jaw in this case.© :

“This House Bill 85 is the law of
the land and we have to be careful
of how it's interpreted,’ said dis-
zixict Superintendent Tony Mar-

B .

See STEPHANIE — A4
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Schaol officials have allowed
Stephanie to remain in school
while her mother appeals the sus-
pension. Martin is scheduled to
tmeet with Marchio at 1 p.m. today
to discuss the suspension.

“We have to work through situa-
tions and do in our heart what's
best for the kid. Based on the in-
formation, ['m going to do what's

<t4  right" Marchio said.

State House Education Com-
mittee member Rep. Philip D.
Cloutier, R-Heatherbrooke, said
the law was not designed to apply
in cases like this.

“The system here has failed. We
should learn from it. We certainly
don't ha}:e to engage the Attorney
General and state police every
time a first-grader has a tantrum,

School officials contacted the
attorney general’s office, which in-
formed them that the incident with
Stephanie and Wicks lified as
offensive touching under the law.
However, police had not been
called ns of Wednesday and
Stephanie has not been charged
with any crime. .

Ronald A, Meade, who oversees
student discipline for the state,
said, “It's very rare for children in
grades K-3 to violate H.B, 85.

“Students in grades K-3 have
i been exempt except under extraor-
i dinafy circumstances from being
reported from those offenses be-
cause they don't understand,”
Meade said,

Martin said Quimby told her
Monday she felt the law should not
be applied to youngsters in the
first, second and third grade.

auimby could not be reached
Wednesday for comment.

"

£

*

-

Wicks declined to comment'

Wednesday night because the inci-
dent is under investigation.

“Mrs. Quimby said she is devas-
tated with the whole scenario,”
Martin said. “She considers H.B.
86 inappropriate for first., second-
and third-grade babies, The princi-
gal told me herself it would not

enefit Stephanie to be sus-
pended.”

Since H.B. 85 became law,
Cloutier said teachers statewide
sometimes resent the mechanics of
the 1aw, which requires they report
all infractions. However, he said
they don't dispute the law's pur-
pose to control discipline in the
classroom.

“Nothings suggests [the law] is
at fault. People are at fault” he
said.

A number of incidents in
schools have involved police and
resulted in suspensions since the
law was passed.

. Tn 1994, a 15-year-old William

_Penn High School student was ex-

pelled from the Colonial School
District dfter he showed up for
school with a part of a Halloween.
costume that-resembled a weapen:

This past year, & 5-year-old
kindergartner was suspended for
three days from Richey Elemen-
tary School in Newport after he
pulled a 4%-inch knife from his
book bag to show students on &
school bus, Last month a Burnett
Flementary School student in
Wilmington was suspended for five
days for discharging pepper spray
on a crowded school bus. Police
were called in each incident.

Martin said Stephanie has been
upset ever since she was sent to the
principal’s office Monday and told
cha was being suspended.

“She said, ‘Mommy, 1 was only

‘Stephanie: ‘T told her I'm sorry”

giving her a love tap, and I told her
T'm sorry and I keep getting in
trouble.” ”

~
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Seeing the Toll, Schools Revise Zero
Tolerance

By LIZETTE ALVAREZ

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Faced with mounting evidence that get-tough policies in
schools are leading to arrest records, low academic achievement and high dropout rates that
especially affect minority students, cities and school districts around the country are

rethinking their approach to minor offenses.

Perhaps nowhere has the shift been more pronounced than in Broward County’s public
schools. Two years ago, the school district achieved an ignominious Florida record: More
students were arrested on school campuses here than in any other state district, the vast
majority for misdemeanors like possessing marijuana or spraying graffiti.

The Florida district, the sixth largest in the nation, was far from an outlier. In the past two
decades, schools around the country have seen suspensions, expulsions and arrests for
minor nonviolent offenses climb together with the number of police officers stationed at
schools. The policy, called zero tolerance, first grew out of the war on drugs in the 1990s'and
became more aggressive in the wake of school shootings like the one at Columbine High

School in Colorado.

But in November, Broward veered in a different direction, joining other large school
districts, including Los Angeles, Baltimore, Chicago and Denver, in backing away from the
| get-tough approach.

Rather than push children out of school, districts like Broward are now doing the opposite:
choosing to keep lawbreaking students in school, away from trotible on the streets, and
offering them counseling and other assistance aimed at changing behavior.

These alternative efforts are increasingly supported, sometimes even led, by state juvenile
justice directors, judges and police officers.

In Broward, which had more than 1,000 arrests in the 2011 school year, the school district
entered into a wide-ranging agreement last month with local law enforcement, the juvenile

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/1 2/03/education/seeing-the-toll-schools-revisit-zéro-toleran...  12/3/2013
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justice department and civil rights groups like the N.A.A.C.P. to overhaul its disciplinary

policies and de-emphasize punishment.

Some states, prodded by parents and student groups, are similarly moving to change the
laws; in 2009, Florida amended its laws to allow school administrators greater discretion in

disciplining students.

“A knee-jerk reaction for minor offenses, suspending and expelling students, this is not the
business we should be in,” said Robert W. Runcie, the Broward County Schools
superintendent, who took the job in late 2011. “We are not accepting that we need to have
hundreds of students getting arrested and getting records that impact their lifelong chances
to get a job, go into the military, get financial aid.”

Nationwide, more than 70 percent of students involved in arrests or referrals to court are

black or Hispanic, according to federal data.

“What you see is the beginning of a national trend here,” said Michael Thompson, the
director of the Council of State Governments Justice Center. “Everybody recognizes right
now that if we want to really find ways to close the achievement gap, we are really going to
need to look at the huge nurnber of kids being removed from school campuses who are not

receiving any classroom time.”

Pressure to change has come from the Obama administration, too. Beginning in 2009, the
Department of Justice and the Department of Education aggressively began to encourage
schools to think twice before arresting and pushing children out of school. In some cases, as
in Meridian, Miss., the federal government has sued to force change in schools.

Some view the shift as politically driven and worry that the pendulum may swing too farin
the other direction. Ken Trump, a school security consultant, said that while existing policies
are at times misused by school staffs and officers, the policies mostly work well, offering

schools the right amount of discretion.

“It's a political movement by civil rights organizations that have targeted school police,” Mr.
Trump said. “If you politicize this on either side, it's not going to help on the front lines.”

Supporters, though, emphasize the flexibility in these new policies and stress that they do
not apply to students who commit felonies or pose a danger.

“We are not taking these tools out of the toolbox,” said Russell Skiba, a school psychology
professor at Indiana University who promotes disciplinary changes. “We are saying these
should be tools of last resort.”

http://www.nytimes.com/201 3/12/03/education/seeing-the-toll-schools-revisit-zero-toleran... 12/3/2013
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In Broward County, the shift has shown immediate results, although it is too early to predict
overall success. School-based arrests have dropped by 41 percent, and suspensions, which in
2011 added up to 87,000 out of 258,000 students, are down 66 percent from the same
period in 2012, school data shows.

Under the new agreement, students caught for the first time committing any of 11 nonviolent
misdemeanors are no longer arrested and sent to court. Rather, they attend counseling and

perform community service.

Nor do students face suspension for minor infractions. Instead, they also attend a program
called Promise for three days or more. Repeat offenders get several chances to change their

behavior before more punitive measures kick in.

One recent afternoon, an 18-year-old senior sat in the cafeteria at the Pine Ridge Alternative
Center, where students are sent in lieu of a suspension, and spoke with a psychology
graduate student on a counseling team. The girl had been caught with a small amount of
marijuana in her car on her high school campus, a misdemeanor that would haveled toa
suspension or arrest in the past. It was the first time she had gotten in trouble at school.

“I was freaking out,” she said. Her first fear was that she would be barred from prom. Here,
though, she saw the larger picture and came to view the incident as “her second chance.”

She learned about bullying and drugs and alcohol. “It was a slap in the face,” she said. “I
don’t even want to smoke anymore.” ‘

Other students here learn to manage their anger, if that is their issue. Parents are involved in
the process. And counselors have helped identify problems at home including abusive
situations, something that administrators said underscores how invaluable the counseling
component has been for the Promise program, said Belinda Hope, the principal at Pine
Ridge.

Mr. Runcie and others said the more punitive measures tended to make a bad situation
worse. Suspended and expelled children would be home alone or on the street, falling behind
academically. Those arrested could be stigmatized by criminal records.

“The data showed an increase in the harshness of the disciplinary practices in schools —
what was once a trip to the principal’s office is now a trip to the jail cell,” said Judith Browne
Dianis, co-director of the Advancement Project, a civil-rights group involved in the effort.

hitp://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/03/education/seeing-the-toll-schools-revisit-zero-toleran... 12/3/2013
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Juvenile judges were among the first to express alarm over the jump in the number of
students appearing in court on misdemeanors, an increase they said is tied to the
proliferation of school police officers.

«“We started to see the officers as a disciplinary tool,” said Judge Elijah H. Williams of
Broward County Circuit Court, a juvenile judge who said he was “no flaming liberal” but saw
the need for change. “Somebody writes graffiti in a stall, 0.K., you're under arrest. A person
gets caught with a marijuana cigarette, you're under arrest.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/ 12/03/education/seeing-the-toll-schools-revisit-zero-toleran... 12/3/2013
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intreduetion

Sarah, an eighth grader, was experiencing problematic behavior in middle school. In sixth and seventh
grades, she was repeatedly getting into trouble for starting fights with other students and making
statements about her interest in harming others. Instead of referring her to the police, the school referred
her to a diversion program.

Upon referral, Sarah met with a mental health clinician who administered the Massachusetts Youth
Screening Instrument-2, a mental health screening tool. The screen indicated a need for follow-up, so
she underwent a clinical evaluation where it was determined that Sarah had some mental health issues,
primarily related to trauma after witnessing the murder of one of her parents several years ago. She was
referred to therapy to help with her anger issues and her depression. Her guardian became engaged in
therapy with her, and in-home visits by the young girl's social worker resulted in the development of an
academic plan that included support in school and constant check-ins to monitor progress.

As a result, Sarah's aggressive behavior subsided and her academic performance improved substantially, all
without any involvement with the juvenile justice system.

What makes Sarah’s success story possible? What can be done WhEﬁEV?F Sﬁfﬁ mﬂi am}mpﬁ‘iﬂe,
to create positive outcomes for more youth with mental health Yﬁﬂth with mental health neads

needs in the juvenile justice system? Shﬂﬁgd hg EH%U&MQEE fmm
The short answer is this: whenever safe and appropriate, youth Emﬂﬁmg EE”EE EENBEEEEE Eﬁs’ﬁﬂ@
with mental health needs should be prevented from entering Sysiﬂm Eﬂ EE’&@ ﬁE‘St BE&EP

the juvenile justice system in the first place. For youth who

do enter the system, a first option should be to refer them to

effective treatment within the community. For those few who require placement, it is important to ensure
that they have access to effective services while in care to help them re-enter society successfully.

There’s no denying that these outcomes come with practical challenges. But we know that reform is
possible - with the right people collaborating to build systems that help communities improve the way they
respond to youth with mental health needs.

The aim of this paper is to encourage and support other communities to work toward similar reform for
these youth. -

How widespread is the challenge of mental health in America’s juvenile justice system?

Each year, more than 600,000 youth in America are placed in juvenile detention centers, and close to
70,000 youth reside in juvenile correctional facilities on any given day.! Youth in the juvenile justice system
experience mental health disorders at a rate that is more than three times higher than that of the general
youth population.2

Better Solutions Tor Youth with Mental Bealth Needs in the Juvenile Justice System
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Studies have consistently documented that:

1 . 65% to 70% of youth in contact with the juvenile justice system have a diagnosable mental
health disorder;

2. Over 60% of youth with a mental health disorder also have a substance use disorder; and

3. Almost 30% of youth have disorders that are serious enough to require immediate and
significant treatment.?

In addition, youth in the juvenile justice system have higher rates of exposure to traumatic experiences:

At least 75% of youth in the juvenile 33% of youth in detention reported exposure to
Justice systern have experienced "adverse” events including accidents, serious illnesses,
traumatic victimization.* physical and sexual abuse, domestic and community

violence - and the majority of these youth were
exposed to six or more events.®

Many of these youth are unnecessarily placed in or referred to the juvenile justice system for relatively
minor, non-violent offenses, often in a misguided attempt to obtain treatment services that are lacking in
the community.® However, the unfortunate irony of this approach is that the mental health services typically
available to youth in the juvenile justice system are often inadequate or simply unavailable, as documented
by a series of investigations conducted by the U.S. Department of Justice.’

Instead of relying on the justice system to address a youth's mental heaith needs, it is now recognized

that the more appropriate and effective response involves community-based treatment interventions that
engage youth and their families.

Better Solutions for Youtk with Mental Health Needs in the Juvenile Justice System
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What new scientific breakthroughs can help youth with mental health needs who come into contact
with the juvenile justice system?

Over the last decade, significant advances in research, program and resource development have resulted
in a wide array of new tools and new knowledge that can help the juvenile justice and related child-serving
systems improve their response to youth with mental health needs. These advancements include:

« New research-based mental health screening and assessment tools and protocols to guide their
use with youth in the juvenile justice system.

New evidence-based intervention and treatment programs that produce positive results and are
cost-effective.

- Adolescent development and brain research that has greatly enhanced our understanding of
adolescent behavior and a youth's capacity for change. This greater understanding has also
influenced juvenile justice law and policy.

Building on these advancements and embracing a “research to practice” continuum, the John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation created Models for Change: Systems Reform in Juvenile Justice - a
national juvenile justice initiative aimed at developing successful and replicable reform models in select
states that could be shared and adapted by other jurisdictions across the country. Through this work, states
such as Pennsylvania, lliinois, Louisiana and Washington, and later Colorado, Connecticut, Ohio and Texas,
have changed their policies and practices to better meet the mental health needs of youth involved in the
juvenile justice system.

While the individual states identified the specific areas of reform they wished to address, all aimed (and
succeeded) at implementing reforms that effectively held young people accountable for their actions,
provided for their rehabilitation, protected them from harm, increased their life chances and managed the
risk they posed to themselves and to others.

The ensuing work undertaken in the states and communities mentioned above has resulted in new models,
publications, toolkits and training curricula that not only document the system improvements that have
occurred over the last decade but also provide guidance to other sites interested in tackling similar reforms.
Significant innovations related to mental health emerged, including resources such as:

. New school, probation and police-based diversion models for youth with mental health needs
+  New mental health training resources for juvenile justice staff and police
+  Resources to support family involvement within the juvenile justice system

+  Advanced protocols and processes for screening and assessment to identify mental health
needs and risk among juveniles

«  New resources for implementing evidence-based practices for justice-involved youth

+  New guidelines for juvenile competency

Better Solutions for Youth with Mental Health Needs in the Juvenile Justice System



Here's a closer look at efforts in two leading states:

Louisiana

Louisfana has transformed its jJuvenile
Justice system to embrace evidence- -
based practices' (EBPs) for youth.
‘Following criticism, includingan
‘Investigation' by the Department of

+Justicé, for thelr over-reliance on institutional care for youth in.

Lhejuvenllejustlce system and the conditions of confi nement
,that existed within the state's correctional institutions, the':
state has ‘movedina deudedly d:fferent direction.
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Connectlcut i

-Zero to!erance pcllcles in Connectrcut's ¥
'schools were contribufing to, hlgh rates of R
schoal arrest and expulsmn, partjcularly for
youth with behavioral and mental health - -
needs. In response, the state created the School-

Based Diversion Initiative (SBDY) which Uses mental health ;
-responders (provided by Emergency Moblle Psychiatric Service
[EMPS] units) to respond 1o schooi -based incidents lnvolv'.ng
youth with mental health needs asan alternatwe to contactmg

L Wlth support ﬁ'om MacAnhur Loulsiana has actlveiy warked i oy
f to reduce its reitance on incarceration and increase awareness,. : The Jprogramis design
io n_q the avallablltty of community; evidence-based practices arress SUSpensEons aqd expulstons byhnkmg youth with
for youth. In‘just a few short years the state has increased
euse of researrh -based behavloral hea!th screening and
; ssessment mstruments and recenuy moved to statewide
y optlon of the Stl‘uctured Assessment of Vialence RISk in
Youth (SAVRY) - a research based risk assesstment mstrume
for youth In addition, they have substantiany Increased the
' a\'.'ailabllity of EBPs in the state (there are how statewide
“ Functional Famin Therapy teams) and In tum, increased th
Ll ber of youth with access to these services to almu
i 0%, More youth are recei\dng services inthe communlty
-fewer youth are placed in In-home care and public safety h

17 Evidence hased pmmces or progmms (alsa ralled EBPs] rnfer to-prevent
ortrentment appmaches that ha\re been prmre to wmkwﬂh_s’ ntific
epce. j HEARE Lt RS (Xl

How can more communities adopt these better solutions for youth with mental health needs in the
juvenile justice system?

“The advancements across the country for youth with mental health needs are significant. Many more
jurisdictions are searching for new ways to help youth with mental health needs in the juvenile justice
system. These systems could benefit substantially from this new knowledge and these new resources if
they had the opportunity. Now they do. The MacArthur Foundation recently supported the establishment of
the Mental Health juvenile Justice Collaborative for Change: A Training, Technical Assistance and Education
Center to promote the expansion of research-based mental health reforms.

The Collaborative for Change, coordinated by the National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice
(NCMH])) at Policy Research Inc,, is a dedicated effort to share these new innovations and actively support
their adaption, replication and expansion in the field. Partners in this effort include the National Youth

Better Solutions for Youtk with Kental Health Needs in the Juvenile Justice System
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Screening and Assessment Project at the University of Massachusetts Medical School and the Technical
Assistance Collaborative.

The Collaborative for Change is designed to serve juvenile justice and mental health system administrators,
policy makers, program providers and direct care staff by providing a wide array of technical assistance and
support services on mental health and juvenile justice including:

« Aweb-based resource center (http://cfc.ncmhijj.com) that provides around the clock, online
access to information and practical resources

»  AHelp Desk, staffed by NCMHJJ professionals, prepared to answer general questions beyond the
scope of the website.

» Consultation and assistance for more complex requests provided by NCMH]J professionals and
subject matter experts working with the Collaborative. This consultation is provided by email,
phone or in special cases, on-site technical assistance. :

= On-site training by experienced national trainers

Over 25 national, state and local mental health and juvenile justice
leaders are working with the Collaborative for Change to help provide this
assistance to the field. Many of these experts were responsible for the
actual development and implementation of the mental health innovations
coming out of Models for Change and the Mental Health/Juvenile Justice
Action Network. This “peer to peer” approach is a key component of the
Collaborative's technical assistance and training strategy.

What can be done?

There is growing recognition among researchers and practitioners across
the country that:

« There are large numbers of youth with mental health needs
involved with the juvenile justice system.

» Many of these youth would be better served in community-
settings with access to effective evidence-based treatments.

«  Some of these youth will not be appropriate for diversion to the community but still deserve
access to effective treatment while they are involved with the juvenile justice system.

Acknowledging these facts is the first step. The next step involves taking appropriate action. However, in
order to take this action, most communities need guidance around the best strategies, tools, program
models and interventions to implement in order to effectively address the problems. Drawing on the
lessons learned and knowledge gained from model states, the Collaborative for Change is aimed at
providing this assistance to the field.

Visit the Collaborative for Change at http://cfc.ncmhjj.com, or phone the toll-free Help Desk at

1-866-962-6455.
Better Solutions for Youth with Mental Health Needs in the Juvenile Justice System
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Aheut the Medels For Change Resource Center Partnership

The Mental Health Juvenile Justice Collaborative for Change is a project of the National Center for Mental
Health and Juvenile Justice and is supported by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, as part
of its Models for Change Resource Center Partnership.

The Resource Center Partnership works to advance juvenile justice systems reform across the country
by providing state and local leaders, practitioners and policymakers with technical assistance, training,
and the proven tools, resources and lessons developed through the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation's Models for Change: Systems Reform in Juvenile Justice initiative.

The Partnership is anchored by four complementary, connected Resource Centers that address four
important issues in juvenile justice:

. Mental health: The Mental Heaith and Juvenile Justice Collaborative for Change, led by the National
Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice. For more information, visit: cfc.nemhij.com

.« Stronger legal defense for indigent youth: National Juvenile Defender Center. For more information,

visit: njdc.info/resourcecenterpartnership.php

- Appropriate interventions for youth charged with non-delinquent-or status-offenses: The Status
Offense Reform Center, led by the Vera Institute of justice. For more information, visit: www,
statusoffensereform.org

. Coordinated systemns of care for young people involved in both the juvenile justice and child
protective systems: The Robert F. Kennedy National Resource Center for Juvenile Justice, led by the
RFK Children’s Action Corps. For more information, visit: www.rfknrejj.org

The Partnership also includes a strategic alliance of national experts and organizations representing state
leaders, mayors, judges, law enforcement, prosecutors, corrections professionals, court personnel and
justice reform advocates. These partners further enrich the tools, best practices and training offered by the
Centers and provide direct connections to professionals working in juvenile justice.

For more Information about the Models for Change Resource Center Partnership, visit: modelsforchange.net/
resourcecenters '

Batier Solrtions for Youth with Niental Health Heeds in the Juvenile Justice System
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Miental Health and Juvenile Justice Collaborative for Change: A Training, Technical
Assistance and Education Canter

The Mental Health and Juvenile Justice Collaborative for Change, led by the National Center for Mental Health
and Juvenile Justice, is a training, technical assistance, and education center designed to promote and support
adoption of new resources, tools, and program models to help the field better respond to youth with mental
health needs in the juvenile justice system.
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