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The Honorable Quinton Johnson _\-
The Honorable David P. Sokolgr- 
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(ni/vtr
Ms. Dan iese McM u I I in-Pow.)tffiperson
State Counci l  for Persons with Disabi l i t ies

H.B. 386 [School Board Mernber Special E,ducation Hearing Trairr ing]

The State Counci l  for  Persons wi th Disabi l i t ies (SCPD) has rev iewed H.8.386 which requi res a l l  local
school board members to receive training covering special education hearings consistent with standards to
be promulgated by the Departrnent of Education.

SCPD endorses the proposed legislation since it would result in more inforrned school board menrbers in
the context of special education hearings. However, Council wanted to share a potential "non-critical"
amendment which would clari fu the training t imetable. The bi l l  only recites that the training would be
scheduled "during his/her term" ( l ine 4). Obviously, i t  would be preferable for the training to occur early irr
a board member's term rather than at the end of a board member's terrn. You may rvant to corrsider the
fol lowing options.

Option l: The word and punctuation "timetable," could be inserted in line 6 between "criteria," and
"material".  The DOE, would then be quided to establ ish the trainins t irnetable via requlat ion.

Option 2: I f  you wished to provide more guidance in the statute, the fol lowing clause could be added after
the word "program" in l ine 6: "which shal l  include atirnetable which encourages completion of training
within twelve months of adoption of regulat ions or within twelve months of ini t ial  appointrnent as a board
melnber. whichever is later." This would result in exist ing board nrembers being trained within l2 rnonths
of adoption of regulat ions. New board members beginning tenns af ier adoption of the regulat ions would
similarly be expected to complete training within the f irst twelve rnonths of their ini t ial  term.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if  you have any questions regarding our posit i t trr  or '
observations on the proposed legislatiorr.

cc: Mr. Brian Haftman, Esq.
Governor's Advisory Counci l  for Exceptional Cit izens
Developrnenfal Disabi l  i t ies Counci l
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