STATE OF DELAWARE

STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
MARGARET M. O’NEILL BUILDING

410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1 Voice: (302) 739-3620
DOVER, DE 19901 TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699
Fax: (302) 739-6704
MEMORANDUM
DATE: January 25, 2011
TO: All Members of the Delaware State Senate

and House of Representatives

) ) 7
FROM: Ms. Daniese McMullin-Powell Qhalrperson
State Council for Persons with Disabilities

RE: H.B. 2 [CHIP Expansion]

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 2 which would extend
financial eligibility for Delaware’s CHIP program to include reduced-cost health insurance
coverage for children of families with personal incomes up to 300% of the Federal Poverty
Level. SCPD endorsed the predecessor bill (H.B. 22) introduced in the 145™ General Assembly.
Council endorses the proposed legislation since it would enhance access to health insurance and
has the following observations.

First, the bill provides an extensive list of findings justifying this initiative. They include the
following: 1) increase in percent of uninsured children in Delaware from 7.5% (2000-2002) to 10.7%
(2004-2006; 2) large number (20,000) of children in State without health insurance; and 3)
deleterious effects of lack of health insurance on school attendance and performance. In addition,
SCPD is attaching some updated statistics from the Kaiser Foundation indicating that 10% (21,300)
of Delaware’s children were uninsured in 2008-2009.

Second, please see attached May 18, 2006, December 6, 2006, and April 30, 2007 News Journal
articles corroborating the large number of uninsured Delawareans including statistics indicating that
the rate of uninsured Delawareans is highest in Sussex County.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding
our position or observations on the proposed legislation.

cc: The Honorable Jack A. Markell
Mr. Brian Hartman, Esq.
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
hb 2 chip 1-25-11
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., Compare Delaware to;  ; Un . _ﬁ
Nonelderly Uninsured
of the by Age, statas (2008-2009), U.S. (2009)
DE DE us
2 % 2
Children 21,300 20% 8,284,500 17%
Adults 82,900 80% 41,713,400 81%
Total 104,100 100% 49,937,900 100%
{shovihide notes)
i of tha Ideriy Uninsured by Family Work Status, states (2008-2009), U.S. (2009)
DE DE us
# % #
At Least 1 Full Time Worker 69,100 66% 30,663,900
Part Time Workers 12,100 12% 8,049,800 16%
Non Workers 22,900 22% 11,284,200 23%
Totaf 104,100 100% 49,997,900 100%
Ishow/ide noles)
Distribution of the Nonelderly Uninsurad by Federal Poverty Leve! (FPL), states (2008-2008), U.5. (2009) ;’im
OE DE DE us us us
# % % of US Yotal # % % of US Total
Under 100% 36,600 35% <1% 19,831,900 40% 100%
100-138% 12,800 12% <1% 6,060,700 12% 100%
139-250% 26,000 25% <1% 12,877,100 26% 100%
251-399% 16,100 15% <1% 5,4’»76,400 13% 100%
A00%+ 12,700 12% <1% 4,751,900 10% 100%
Total 104,100 100% <1% 49,997,900 100% 100%
{showiide noas)
Distribution of the Nonelderly Uninsured by Gender, states (2008-2009), U.S, (2009)
DE DE us
2 % #
Female 45,200 43% 22,804,600 a6%
HMale 58,900 57% 27,193,300 54%
Total 104,100 100% 49,997,900 100%
(Eouhide noizs)
i ion of the Nanelderly Uninsured by Ruce/Ethnicity, states (2008-2009), U.S. (2009) %&ﬂ
DE DE DE us us us
£ % % of US Total & % % of US Total
White ' 55,000 53% <1% 23,379,400 A7% 100%
Black 23,300 22% <1% 7,581,100 15% 100%
Hispanic 20,200 19% <1% 15,617,700 3% 100%
Other NSD NSD NSD 3,419,700 7% 100%
Totat 104,100 100% <1% 49,997,500 100% 100%
{showido notes)
Uninsured Rates for the Nonelderly by Age, states (2008-2009), U.5. (2009)
DE DE us
# % #
Children 21,300 10% 8,284,500 10%-
Adults 82,900 16% 41,713,400 22%
Toral 104,100 14% 49,997,900 19%
{shovi/hide ncles)

http://www.statehealthfacts.org/profileind.jsp?sub=40&rgn=9&cat=3&print=1
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Uninsured Rates for the Noneldarly by Family Work Statuc, states (2008-2009), U.S. (2008)
DE Dt us
# % €
At Least 1 Full Time Worker : 69,100 12% 30,863,900 15%
Part Tima Workers . 12,100 21% 8,049,800 33%
Non Workers - 22,900 25% 11,284,200 30%
Total 104,100 14% 49,997,900 19%
{shov//hida notes)
Unineured Rates for the Naneldarly by Federal Poverty Lavel (FPL), statas (2008-2008), 11.S, (2009)
DE DE us
# % *
Under 100% 36,600 31% 19,831,900
Under 139% ’ 49,400 29% 25,892,600 35%
139-250% ' 26,000 20% 12,877,100 25%
251-399% 15,100 10% 6,476,400 13%
400%-+ 12,700 4% ’ . 4,751,500 5%
Total . ) 104,100 ' 14% 49,997,900 19%
i te!
Uninsured Rates for the Nanelderly by Gender, states (2008-2009), U.S. (2009)
DE DE ’ us us
* % # %
Female 45,200 12% 22,804,600 17%
Male 586,900 16% 27,193,300 21%
Total 104,100 14% 49,997,900 19%
{show/hige noles) :
Uninsurad Rates for the derly by Race/Ethnicity, states (2008-2000), U.S, (2008)
DE DE us . us
2 % # %
White 55,000 11% . 23,375,400 - K 14%
Black 23,300 14% 7,581,100 23%
Hispanic ) 20,200 37% 15,617,700 34%
Othar NSD NSD R 3,412,700 18%
Total 104,100 14% 43,997,900 19%
8f jde note!

http://www.statehealthfacts.org/profileind.jsp?sub=40&rgn=9&cat=3&print=1 1/23/2011



'Rate of Del. uninsured still rising

Almost 10 percent of residents lack health care coverage; the national nambers are even worse

By JENNIFER GOLABLATT
Stali reporter

As health care and insur-
ance costs coutinue to escalate,
the number of Delaware’s unin-
swred continues to rise. :

Nearly 10 percent of Dela-
wareans, ar 77,000 people, lacked
health insurance last year, ac-
cording to the Delaware Health
Care Commission. That was one
of the lowest rates in the nation
and upfrom 8 percent In 2002,

About 44 nn].hon Arxnericans,
or 15 percent of the popu]ahon
were uninsured in 2003, up from
14 percent the year before. Na-
tionally, that was the largest sin-
gle-year increase in a decade,
according to the U.3. Census.
The numbers do not include the
underinsured (those without
sufficient insurance coverage).

.

BY THE NUMBERS

& 10 percent of Delawareans
tack health insurance

@ 14 percent of people In the
region (Delaware, Maryland,
New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania) are uninsured
W 15 percent of the US,
population are uninsured

Over the last year, research
has shown that a growing aum-
ber of peaple who lack insur-
ance have jobs. About 9.5 percent
of working adults in Delaware ~
35,411 people -are uninsured, ac-
carding to a report by the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation.

With the average svorker al-
ready paying 27 percent of
health care costs and expected
to pay up to 35 percent in the

next two years, that problem is
\kely to get worse.

“Cost is makihg it very diffi-
cult, particularly for small busi-
nesses, to afford insurance,”
said Paula Roy, executive direc-
tor of the Delaware Health Care
Comumuission,

The Delaware State and New
Castle County chambers of
commerce have launched
health plans for small busi-
nesses, and a bevy of govern-
inent and industry task forces
thave discussed the problem dur-
ing the last decade, but a solu-
tion has not been found.

The Delaware Health Care
Commission is now
some recommendations sug-
gested by a task foroe last July
Those include looking at the
possibility of a single-payer
health system, establishing a

high-risk pool for those with se-
rious or chronic illness, and re-
examining reforms made to
Delaware's small-business in-

surapce rules in the early 1930s.
Separate task forces are looking
at the feasibility of disease-

management programs that
could help rein in costs,

Lloyd Mills, spokesman for the
Delaxvare Small Business Health
Care Coalition and member of
the task force studying a single-
payer system, isamong thosewho
are frustrated with the pace'at
which the problem of affordable
health care is being tackled.

"We keep circling the same
problem over and over again,”
he said. ‘Now it’s time to turn it
into action.”

Roy said she nnderstands
why people are frustrated.

. "On the other hand, when

you really want fo effect mafor
change in the financing and de-
livery of health care, there are
so many different viewpoints,”
she said. “To accnmmoda(e or
appreciate the points of view, it
time and consensus,”

Lt. Gow. John Carney, who
chairs the'Delaware Health
Care Commission, said efforts
to enroll eligible residents in
Medicaid and the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, for
example, have helped reduce
the numbdber of uninsured. The
commission also has been
working to reach out to those
who are making too much
money to qualify for Medicaid

but not enough to afford insur-
ance.

Reath fermiter Guldblatt at 2242877
o Jgoldhtatt@dalawareaniine.com.
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Study finds greater problem in Sussex, Kent
counties; state still fares better than most

By GARY HABER
The Nears Journzd

DOVER — The percentage of
Delawareans without health insurance
grew to 2n anmual average of 12.7 pes-
cent for the 2004 to 2006 period, equal-
ing a Jevel not seen since the three

years from 1896 to 1983, according to an
analvslstn the Untrersity of Delaware,

That's up from an annual average of
11.6 percent for the three yearperiod
ending in 2005, according to Bd Rat:
ledge, the dmectnr of the university's

Center for Applied Demography and:
Survey Research. '

An average of 105,000 Delawareans -
about one in eight - lackéd health in-
surance in the three years ending in
2006, up from ah average of 95000fnr
the three years ending in 2005, accart
ing to the study, which analyzed the
most recent US, Ceushs bureau data.

The situation was most pronounead
in Sussex County, where 15.7 percent of
the population, or about 25,400 people,
lack health insurance, followed by Eent
County at 13.6 percent (20,500 people)

een 2004 and 2006.

While Delaware continues to do bet-
ter than the nation, the state's
mark 2 coutineing trend of : ‘more
Delawareans going without healllaczre
Thatposesapmhl n fiir the
who don't generally receive the kind of
preventive and ongoing care that keeps
small health protlems fram develbplng
into major ones. It is also a castly
lem for the state's hosgpitals, and the
slate itself, which bear much of the cost
of treating the uminsured.

The numbers, which Rxﬂadge de-
tailed to Health Care Commission
members Taesday show the majority

of the uninsured - 68 percent - are T

working people. 'I'hair emplayers ei-’
ther don’t offer health care coverage ar-
the workers can't afford to pay for it.

More Delawareans lacking health insurance

mstwCasueCountyatlupe‘ment
(58,400 people). An average of 15.9 per-
cent of the US. population wag ymin:
sured betwr -

" peed to take action on some of those
bills that have been sitting in the Gen-

{ eral Assembly for some time," said In-

This is becoming a common prob. * surance Comimnissioper Matt Denn, a

lem for Delaware and nationwide as

zmdarare-i

mamfacturing jobs

placed by luwenpald service sactor jobs !
where health insurance coverage is i
less common, Ratledge pau‘l At the
same-time, employers are passing
along the inmes to warkexs in the
form of rising premiums, deductbles
b- and co-pays far doctor’s visits and pre-
scription drugs, pricing insucance out
of reach for some.

The figures hit home with state
Health Care Commission members
who advica the governor and state leg-
islature on bealth care matters.

“It shotild be a wake-up call that we

commission member

IA.GavJohnCanmy.}r who chalrs -

the commission, said the figures dis-
cussed Tuesday 'show the need o ex-

pand enrallment in the state's Chil- -

! dren's Health Insurance Program.

The study shows about 8,000 unin.
sured children for the FIOgAMm
but have not enrolied. Carney backs a
proposal that would seek a national
walver allowing federal money to be
used to expand the program to include
same low-income parents of the chil-
dren in the program.

Contact Gary Haber of 324-3872
gl'nba@d-.lnm'wn}mzm
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Reasons vary for why people lack coverage, so solutions must too Page 1 of 1
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Reasons vary for why people lack coverage, so solutions
must too | |

Posted Monday, April 30, 2007

A critical mass seems to be building about the problem of health care in this country.

The Demacratic candidates for president were eager to talk in last week's débate about their plans for overhauling the way we deliver
health care. The woubles afflicting Ford, Chrysler and General Motars are often attributed to the high costs of medical benefits given
to employees and retirees. And many states, including Delaware, are feeling the financial strain of picking up the growing tab for

medical care for the uninsured,

No doubt these movements will lead ta a protracted discussion of which way is the best for the country. But no matter what the
presidential candidates of either party promise, the two biggest public concerns are care and cost.

Americans have come close to 8 consensus that medical needs should be met no matter whiat the individual‘s ability to pay is. But at
the same, that doesn't mean Americans want to throw their money away. .

Any long-term solution has to combine compassion and common sense.

Lielaware took & step in that direction last week. The Healthy Delawareans Today & Tomorrow initiative opened a campaign to make
sure the state's aninsured residents know what help is already available. The initiative is fueled by 2'$500,000 gran: from
AstraZenecs. It's based on the idea, as AstraZeneca CEO Tony Zook said, that many peaple are not aware of the programs already

designed to help them. - .

For exarple, most children from low-income families can get medical reatment through a combination of state and federal
programs. Unfortunately, many parents are not aware of that fact. .

This initiative is 2 needed, cominon-sense approach. Getting those eligible for government-funded medical insurance also makes
sense from an economic viewpoint too. '

People with insurance tend to take better care of themselves. Visits to doctors and nurses can lead to early treatment and more healthy
lifestyles.’ All of this, in furn, reduces costs of long-term or emergency-room care.

But those eligible for, but not getting, government covérage represent only a part of the problem.

It is estimated that 105,000 Delawareans do not have medica! insurance. Not all of these are children, elderly or jobless. Many are
working adults whose employers do not offer health-care benefits or the premiums are too costly. Soime are people who ¢hoose not w0

pay for insurance even though they can afford it

No single answer can cover all of these groups. The building belief that now is the time to act on the prablems of medical insurance
coverage must take into account that there's not a single problem, but several. And each problem calls for a different solution.

To tack on a one-size-fits-all approach will lead in the long run o a solution that is too bulky to work and too expensive to keep.
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