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410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1 Voice: (302) 739-3620

DovER, DE 1920t TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699
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October 31, 2012

Ms. Susan K. Haberstroh
Education Associate
Department of Education
401 Federal Street, Suite 2
Dover, DE 19901

RE: 16 DE Reg. 351 [DOE Proposed Cyberbullying Regulation]

Dear Ms. Haberstroh:

es (SCPD) has reviewed the Department of Education’s

The State Council for Persons with Disabiliti
gulation was published as 16 DE

(DOE’s) proposal to adopt Cyberbullying Regulations. The proposed re
Reg. 351 in the October 1, 2012 issue of the Register of Regulations.

As background, on July 27, 2012, the Governor signed S.B. 193 which requires the Department of
Education to promulgate a uniform cyberbullying policy based on a model developed by the Department
of Justice. Consistent with the aftached articles, the Lt. Governor and Attorney General conducted
public hearings to obtain input on the mode]. '

Students with disabilities are disproportionately victims of bullying. The attached article, “Teens with
Disabilities Face High Rates of Bullying” (September 4, 2012), describes research demonstfating that
57% of students with intellectual disabifities are bullied and slightly less than half of students with
autism, learning disabilities and speech/language impairments are victimized. The research also
concluded that bullying of students with disabilities is more prevalent in general education settings.
Moreover, bullying does not “build character™. See attached article entitled “Myths and Facts About
Bullying in Schools™ (April,.2005). Students who are victimized are often characterized by low sel{-
esteem, depression, and poor coping skills.. Bullying also results in diminished academic performance.
See attached article, “Academic Consequences Follow Social Rejection” (March 23 2006). Therefore,
the concept of deterring bullying, including cyberbullying, merits endorsement. At the same time, some
students with disabilities may be more subject to discipline for cyberbullying based on their lack of
deliberative functioning. For example, a student with ADHD may impulsively post a picture or publish

communication without appreciating the consequences or intending harm.

Given this background, SCPD has the following observations and recommendations,



First, §2.3 recites as follows:

The place of origin of speech otherwise constituting cyberbullying is not material to whether it is
considered cyberbullying under this policy, nor is the use of school district or charter school

materials.

At a minimum, the word “communication” should be substituted for “speech”. The Delaware Bullying
Prevention Association website [www.bullyprevention.org/aboutdbpa.html] defines cyberbullying as including
“denigration: spreading information or pictures to-embarrass”. The term “speech” may not cover -
publication of a hostile or embarrassing photo and §2.1 uses the broader term, “communication”. For
the same reason, the term “communication” should be substituted for the term “speech” in §2.2.

However, the premise that the place of origin is completely immaterial is problematic. If the origin is
actually misuse of a classroom computer, it is intuitive that the conduct can be more closely regulated.

Consider the following alternatives:

-Communication may qualify as cyberbullying irrespective of place of origin and irrespective of
use of school district or charter school materials.-

OR

Communication may qualify as cyberbullying regardless of both place of origin and lack of
reliance on school district or charter school materials. .

Second, the term “unpleasant” in §2.1 is “overbroad”. Communication may be -“unflattering”, “not
pleasant”, or “negative” without rising to the level of bullying. Moreover, the regulation should
preferably conform to the statutory definition of bullying in Title.14 Del.C. §41 12D(a). To the extent
the regulatory definition conflicts with the statutory definition (which includes “electronic” actions), the
regulation is subject to judicial invalidation. Moreover, the regulation omits the concept of “intention”
which is contained in the statute. For these reasons, the Department could consider the following

substitute:
Cyberbullying means the use of uninvited and unwelcome electronic communication directed at
an identifiable student or group of students intended to cause embarrassment, humiliation, fear,
or emotional harm. '

The terms “embarrass”™, “humiliating”, “fear”, and “emotional harm” are contained in the statute. The
term “‘unpleasant” is not in the statute. ‘

Third, SCPD is not an expert on privacy settings in social networks. Obviously, broad dissemination of
“pullying” communication should be covered in the regulation. See, e.g., the attached article, “Internet
‘Burn Books’ Sparking Controversy” (August 19, 2012) which describes anonymous postings with
broad dissemination. However, if a student restricts access to his social media postings to non-students,
parents, or relatives, the student should not be considered to be “bullying” since the student has no
intention of critical communication being disseminated to other students or faculty. Section 2.4 is
overbroad by establishing a categorical rule that, regardless of privacy settings, use of prevalent social




media is “considered to be automatically available to a broad audience within the school community”.
If a student describes a faux pas or embarrassing behavior of a fellow student only to a parent via
Facebook, the student has violated the regulation despite no intention of bullying or harming the other

“student. Conceptually, if a student describes some activity in the equivalent of a personal diary, it
should not be grounds for punishment. SCPD recommends consideration of more discriminating
standards than a conclusive presumption that use of prevalent social media, regardless of privacy
seftings, is considered-to be available to a “broad audience within the school community”.

Fourth, the regulation only covers student-student bullying. Consistent with the attached article, “When
the Bully Is the Teacher” (September 12, 201 1), research confirms that teacher bullying of students is “a
common problem” with 93% of teachers and students surveyed reporting that teacher bullying is
occurring in schools. The bullying statute [Title 14 Del.C. §4112D] is not limited to student-student
bullying and the regulation could be improved by addressing teacher-student bullying.

I recommend sharing the above observations with the DOE, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, and
ACLU. ' _

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions or comments

regarding our position on the proposed regulation.

Sincerely,

,(,0 Amisee MM ' / uddl
Daniese McMullin-Powell, Chairperson
State Council for Persons with Disabilities

S eer The Honorable Matthew Denn

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, I1I

The Honorable Mark Murphy

Ms. Patricia Dailey Leéwis

Ms. Kathleen MacRae, ACLU-Delaware

Dr. Teri Quinn Gray

Ms. Mary Ann Mieczkowski

Ms. Paula Fontello, Esq.

Ms. Terry Hickey, Esq.

Mr. John Hindman, Esq.

Mzr. Charlie Michels

Mr. Brian Hartman, Esq.

Developmental Disabilities Council

Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens
16reg351 doe-cyberbullying-.doc






e

——
e,

By DOUG ‘DENISOI\I
: Tha NewsJoumal

l'

y Cmng growing ooncerns about -
i bullymg that takes place n the

. digitsl realm; Delaware Attorney”

" General Beau Biden is calling on
. the state’s school distriets to work

toward & unified plan.: to -address

| theproblem. .

At a public f‘nrum i Dover

Thursday evening, Biden said.
. current statelaw requires schools
" foreport verified incidents of bul-

lying, incliding cybetdbullying, to

the stdfe Department. of Educa-
s ﬁon—,"bu’c'that 'data is our'r‘enﬂy

Gne tmnamed lugh school in
New Castie County, Biden said, re-
ported zero bullying incidents last

: Schoolyear. ... ‘
T “That’s notﬂlereahty, he said.
' ‘Wehavemﬁndabeu:erwayto ‘

: make sure the mformatlon .13 :
pushed up.” - -
' Biden, said he beheves part of

the problen are the unique bully-

ing-policies EStabhshed by school -
districts: ‘Though. they may be

good policies on their own, differ-

mg rules make it hard; or theDe:  tal
partmént of Justice to pursie .
cases that may Warrant Famﬂy ‘
:Courtaction, ~ % '

-7 vyould Jove there to be a uni-

. fied-approach in cur staté toideal-
ing with bullying,” he said. “Nine- .

teen school districts all Tun "theu'
own show.™

“Biden’s office alreadyshas'

begun meeting regularly-with

school supermtendents and he

said the diseussion is evolvihig,

“When there’s bad news'to-re-
port, it's sometimes institutional

natore to push things down,™ he

said. “Ithas to be a oo]ls;boratwe :

g AG Bldén calls for s

effort.” o '

A better _pohcy is necessary,
'Bx,den said, because the nature of
bullying has changed with tech-

- nology: In-school -builying isnow
supplemented:by builying on
Fagebook, Tritter and other digi-

_ “For bulli ,étthecoretheres '
a'bit of cowardice,” be said. “The
Intern t-has made it easief to

, bu]ly becauge of anonymity”

Lynn dedowson, student
servmes supervisor-in the Capital
School District, sald thereis a
need for moré cooperation,

“Parents, she said, also need to

-"be more aware of cyberbullying.

“Much, muckmore needs to be

'done," she said. “Every parent

should be looking at what their

" child is loglking aton theInternet.”

‘Cortact Doug Denison at 6784271 or
ddenison@delawareonlme.wm

Y 7-#/& o




25:324-2377 or tewsdesk@delaiwareonline com s :
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NEW DETAILS

. “The: question among® ‘schigo] -

oy ---t:yberbquying;is'a problem: Its. A1 Dilaware.

i - Howto-craft a.policy Toeombat i

] - thatcan. stand up.in ¢ot i ‘ui

.. vidual: schog] -distridts™ i othey |

] states: Have: set- i policies 1o - 0

d -pénalize ‘students for harassihg cyberdy
- theirspestst snline but some of “ble]

those districts have Seen’ their

o ules faced6E4] challeng s

|+ So Dényand Attorney General

for

~age of.

‘Séries of public hearings are
det’ way ‘to help “inform “What
the legislation = _ ..
aid he and Biden are
reallife éxamples of
ullyiig, to see how a POS5i

rwouldapply, -

- Théreé 1510 . such ‘thing 45 a,
 schoolyard bully anymore, in the
constant online communi-

policy goal Tollowing Iegal-chaﬂenges

. . Bea Biden are secking inpat;to- :

T .b‘élp.;:éji‘aft-legi’sléﬁdugthatﬁ:Wi')uld-.f'-_Bidep said, - ¢
S definie the practice of cybierbuly-

L ing, and put in place auniformipol-

§ - administrators - fsn't  Whethér + gy for piblic and chatter-schools

‘For _schodls

‘ed

cation* apd' Egpciag “networking,

to be the safe
-‘places that children degerve, they
must be able 1o, effectively fight
bullying . that may originate  off
sgi;ool-grounds, but follows its vie-
tims 24 howrs a day;"” Biden said.
The proposed daw will be craft-
with some recent
mind, which basically says the .
bullying must impact €lassroom
performance to be-covered under
. the law, Denn gaid, : -

See CYBERBULLYING, Page B3

HEARINGS
" PUBLIC HEARINGS
ARE SCHEDULED FOR:
Sussex County

5t 7 p.am. April 24
Sussex County
Administrative
" Building

2 The Cirde
Georgetown

case law in Kent County

1130 am. to 130
pam., April 25
Kent County Levy
Court Chamber
555 Bay Road

Dover-

e

2 A ettt

——rr——

| Conitinued from'Page i . .,
[ The publicfeedback will help
- | them wtite a: policy- that’s
o | focused on the off-campius speech -
that’s _ baving  &- classreom
|impact” Denn said. - .
Sen, David Sokola and Rep.
Yerry Schooley, both D-Newark, -
e introduced 4 bill last week that .
|| wotlld require the Departments of
| Education and Justice 1o collabo-
rate 10 develop a statewide cyber-
bullyig policy. .© "~

B Cyberbu]lmgHearmgsset in Kent, Sussex

- They: aré -each chairman of
their respect five cham ber’s ed fuca-
tion committes, LT
* “Aot of e kinds Of controls

that havé worked in other media

haven’t beén as effective in the

“online world because of instanta-
neous-and permanent nature, but. -
we know some things have

worked,” Sokold said.

About 35 people, all represen-’

tatives of schools or school dis-
tricts, attended the first hearing

on Thesday in Wilnington, shar-
ing their ‘stories. Numerous
speakers that night asked state
officials to craft a specific defini-
tion of cyberbullying. The
remaining public bearings will
take place April 24 Sussex
County and April .25 in Kent
County. o

Contact Aaron Nathans -

at 3242786 or )
anaﬁnns@delamreonﬁne.gom. .
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s Of Bullying -+ *"

‘Tesns With Disabilities Face High Rate
By Michelle Diament { September 4, 2012

ung_hly half of adolescents with autism, intellectual disability, speechfimpairmenis__aln'd'Llearn_ing
disabilities are bullled at school, new research suggests, =~ - I ‘
ing faced by typically 'deve_!opih_g students, about 1 in

"That's "sig':j:iﬁcantly.higher thari the-rate of bully
10 of whom are victimized by their peers, .
The findings reborted Monday in the Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine are.based on data .

frbm a nationwide survey of more than 900 parents of teens receiving special education services.
"%Research@a%s_"fo'i:nd that'ab.out(S?..pérrcent of students with intellectual disabllity were rbu[i_ire-d, while
slightly less than ‘half-of:students with autism, learning disabilities and speech/language impairments

were victimized. - - i N , L ; _
Parjénts also réported that some students with disabilities Wéi"éjl're;spiﬁhisiﬁfé for perpetraﬂ'n_g bitllying,
but this occurred at rates more similar to those experienced bytypica!iy.de\;reloping students, the .
study ind!cate_d. T - o o )

i

The likelthood that 2 teen would be bullied was greatest for:those with the worst social skiils;
researchers said. What's more; students with disabilities who spent more time In' mainstream
classrooms tended to face a higher risk of bullying. Accordingly, the fesearchers said that schools’
need to do more to promote an accepting envirpnment. _ e

“Tailored antibu!‘lg}inga;j'mgrams- are: 1:to;address the unique needs of these vulrierable
adolescents given their social, communication and academic impairments,” wrote Paul Sterzing of -
the Unlversity of California, Berkeley and his colleagues in thestudy, . - * . -

Printed 'frqm—_.bisébi!ity Scoop: http:/ /www.disabi!ityscoop.cqmu )

eréqﬁ. URL:. http:]/www.disab‘llityscoop-com/zo12/09[0.4/teens—di_’sab;:!iti'es,-. i

bullying /163737

 Copyright © 2008-2012 Disability Scoop. All Rights Reserved.
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Objecuves To produce nattonallyrepresentatwe estitmates for rates of bullying involvement
amohg ado]escenm withan autlsmspectrum disorder (ASD), to compare poptlation
estimates with adolescents who have other developmental disabilities, and toidentify social

ecological correlates of bullying involvement. *
Design Naﬁona]ly_mpresentaﬁ\#_sumj's from 2001

Setting Uhited States.

Participants Parents of adolescetits w1th an ASD principals of the schools they attended, v

and staff members most far.mhar w1th thexrschool programs.
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JAMA Network | Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine | Bullying Tnvolvément and Autism Spectrum DisordersPrevalence &

Main Outcome Measures Parent report of vietimization, perpetration, and
victimization/petpetration within the past schoot year,

Results The pre'valéhce-rates of bul]jkiﬁg involvement for adelescents with an ASD were
46.3% for mcnszanon, 14 8% for pexpetratmn and 8, 9% forwchnuzanon/perpetratxon

Victimization was related 16 havmg 2 nofi; H:spamc ethmcaty, attentnn—deﬁcltjhyperad'mty A

disorder, lower socis] skills, some form of conversatmnai ability, and moré classesin general
‘education. Correlates of’ perpetrancn mcludedbemg w‘mte, having attenbon-
&eﬁmt/hyperactmty disonder, and gethng together w1th friends at least onee a week.

Victimization/perpetration was associated with bemgwmte TOD-, H:spamc, havmg attention-

deﬁmt/ hyperacﬂwty disorder, and: getting together with friends at Jeast once 2 week.

Condlusions School-based bullying interventions need to target the core e deficits of.ASD

 (conversational zblify and social s]dIls) and comorbid conditions (eg, attention-
deﬁmt/hyperacnwty dxsorder} Future bu]lymg mtawentlons also need to address the hlgher

rates of victimization that occurin general educauon settings by increasing social integration

into protective peer groups and incréasing the empathy and social skills of typically
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{.:- The news ‘media, Jmphcates
; bullymg as.2 reason ‘underly-

: shlps among gnls asparhaﬂar}y

W FEATURE ARTICLE

Myths and Facts About lullymg

in Schools

' by ]'aana ]uvonen, PhD

u.llymg among school—“.
y children. is Teceiving a _
lot of Pubhc dttention

ing serious.school shooting: §
madents. _Popula_r press and

meanan firtful (for example,

power 'etween ; eperpetratorand the

. target, such as a strong child intifi-
dating a weaker one. Intimidation can

be achieved by many means.? Across
mtﬂﬁpieageoroups,name callmcrmby

36 - MARCHE/APRIL 2005

faithémosttoiﬁmqn formofbullying

among boysand girls: Young children,
andboysof all ages, are more physically - .
" aggressive thap are:adolescents and
" girls ofaﬁy age. Although the popular

media depicts gitls-as the masters of
cavert social tactics ofiméanness, boys

- engage inspreadingrumorsandsocial

exclusion, aswell. Most targets of bul-
lying are wcumuedm multiple ways.
Moreover, experiencesof bullyiag hurt

' Effective tntervenhons depend upon debunkmg fong held misconceptfons

regardless of the means. Based
onthe currentevidence, we can--
not presume a slap on the face
hurts more thap a nasty nunor, :
or vice versa. )

. Challengmg Myths

About Bullying

Myth: Bullies suffer from Jow
self-esteem. When bullies are
identifiéd by means other than
self-report (iie;,based on teacher
‘or péer ratings), no evidence

‘ suggests that bullies suffer from
lowself-esteem. To the contrary,
manystudiesreportthat aggres-
siveyouth perceive themselvesin

a positive light, at times display-

- Ing inflated self-views. Recent
evidence shows thiat bullies are . .
less depressed, socially anxious,
andlonelythan sodiallyadjusted
youthwho areuninvolvedinbul-
lying.? These findings regarding
positive self-perceptions and
lack 'of emotional distress can

beunderstood whenwe consider peer

status of bullies, which relates to the
Dext common misconception.

Myth: Bullies are social outcasts.’
Contrary to the common stereotype,

‘bullies are not social outcasts, Bullies

are frequently members of social
groups or networks.? They are also
likely to have friends. However, these
friendships typicallyinvolve otherag-
gressive youth who reinforce bullymb .

wwiw.behavioralnet
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MYTHS AND FACTS ABOUT BULLYING IN SCHOOLS

behaviorInaddition, bullies are popu-

- lar aimong their peers. In our research
on -middle—.ﬁchool students, we found -
- that dassmates rate builies among the -

“cc;blest kids” in their classes®

" Some of the reasons: underlying the -

high social status of bullies can be-wn-
derstood in the light of evolutionary

principles, suchasestablishmentofso-
. cial dominance. Among primates, ag- -
. gression establishes dontinance within
. & group, It istherefore possible that
children; and espécially- young teess; -
Iely on:bullying tactics to secure their

place on top:6fthe social: “hierarchy: .-
Myth: Victiins of bullying become

violent. One depiction of victims of -
- bullying promoted by the news media’
-+ Is that ‘targets of répeatéd peer mal- -
- treatmient eventually lash dut at their
“tormentors. Thisideawds reinforcedby - .
- schoolshootingincidents since thelate -
1990s: However, research shows-that

mast victims of bullying suffer in si--
lence rather than retaliate, Identified, -

- as.submiissive victims,! these targets of.
‘bullying display psychological prob- -
- Jems, including: depression, ‘social

“victims blame themselves for their -

plight and view the causes of bullying -

-4s beyond their conitrol (e.g., think=
ing that they are bullied because they .
are Shese or because of their cultural -

tofeel distressed.®

“of bullying-—dgpressive victims—are

* ity Aggressive victims display a dis-

of other: undeﬂymg pmblems, sucheas

‘anxdety, and low self-esteem > When -

heritage); they are partlculaﬂy' hkcly’.

-In -contrast 16 submissive Vlctlms,-
* a smaller subset of chronic targets

Likely to retaliate or to provoke hostil-

"~ tinct profile-of sotial-emotional-and

~-school-related difficulties -(they are

extremely-rejected by classmates and -
displayacademicproblems)indicative -

 emotion regulation problems typical
of children-who have attention deficit
- disorders:® It is possible that the psy-
chological profile of aggressive victims
- fits'that of school shooters. In spite of
‘suich similarities, we cannot presume
thatmostaggrcsswewctunswﬂlrcsort _
-toviolenice. Furthermors, itis criticalto
 understand that we cannot accurately
‘predict who will become a potential

- perpetrator of school violence ?

" ‘Myth: Bullyingbuilds character. An

. oldnisconception of bullying wasthat
--such experiencesareanimportantpart
- of growing iip. In'contrast to this view, .
- research’ clearly shows that bullying
| ‘expefiences increase the vulnerabili-

“ties of children. Por example, passive
and -socially withdfawg children are
“at heightened risk of being buillied,

afid these children- become even
tnore: mthdraw-n after incidénts. of
bullymg 1 Simila‘r-lj‘r, -y‘outh'who have

'[am CIm

[
BT \T

by

1g Your B&ecp@ﬂﬁm. 57

Behaviors Ca

ent Crists nterventwn

. rriciparnt Nor )
training program, alreadr )qnow erh :hg nght training, you can.create
and riaintdin-a $afe, respettful- environment for everyone, Formore - - -
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. unfayorable perceptions of their social:

e standing.are at visk-of being bullied; -
. andbullyingexpérichces have negative -

5 y-impacts on selfsviews,” Thus; certain -

:~ characteristics orbehaviors may mark

achild as an Seasy target,” and bully- .

‘ing experiences exacerbate these same .

-attributes. Based on ‘the limilted data -

wayailable;. it :appears: that for- most; ,

- = youth, the negative emotional effects - -
1. ofbullying areacute ratherthanlong-

lasting: Howgver;schsiﬁvity toharass: -

sment. may: be increased. Moreover,

. youthwho are depressed and victine-

izgd have a higher gisk of. depress;on

- rag adults, but to'say that being bullied. -
.as 2.youth causes-depression in aduIis N

is probably ovedy:simple.:- . ;.

o Myth.BuH}anngaproblemhmted

L ;.to bullies and victims; Many parents;: -

- .. teachers,and chﬂdten vmwbullymgas

;.. - thesoleproblem of bullies and victims. -
..+ Yet amplezesearch demonstrates that .

- bullying -inyolves: uch more: than

the budly-victim dyad: Based on play-
-ground observations;Crajgand Pepler
foundthatin85% ofbullymgmcxdants

- anaverageoffourpeersweie present, 2
Furthermore, witnesses are not nec- -
essarily innocent bystanders but often-

play 2 crifical part in-bullying.

;= Scandinavian researchers (e.g., -

Olweus") have identified various
-participant roles; such as assistants
-to bullies;-reinforcers, defendérs of

" victimas, efc: who; play arocial roles

in remforang and;maintaining bul-
lying behavior. Assistants to bullies

{“foliowcrs -or.<henchmen™)- tak::-

- part in ridiculing:or: intitnidating 2

- schoolmate, They do-not initiate the:
hostile overtire but rather joininand -

facilitate bullying.Reinforcers or sup-

. porters,in turn, encourage the bully-
-by: showing. sighs’ of approval (e.g., -
: ,‘smiﬁhg_).fwhcn .someone-is bullied;

T T T T T T T T T MY THS AND FACTS ABOUT BULLYING TN SCHOOTS

Encouragement does.mot have to be
active; passive responding (i.e., Jack
of interference or help secking) is
adequate to mgnal approval,

Imphcanons for‘
Intervention . - )

Inlight of these misconceptions and
empiric. research, it is important for

. us torcansiderimplications for inter-
- vention. For example, intervention |
.programs that try to boost the self.

esteem of bullies are highly question-
able. Research ﬁndmgs suggest that .
bullies get sufficient “ego boosters”
from their classmates -who consider
themtobecool. Basedon thecwdencc g
of bullies’ I:ugh social standing-and
its effect on positive sdf—regard itis

~the popularity- of bullies that needs
- our concert: -

" Evenif evo]uuonaryprmaples help
s understand why bullies have high

May 5-7, 2005, Chicago, linols

presentations, 20. peer presentation

. and soc;al events n Ch!cagol

_ 33:,,.»;»&ARCH/APRIL2005, .

- ustry | Leaders for
1 Pre—lnstrtute Training, 3 featured keynote -

workshops, 40+ EAP- product and sérvice
provider booth, .and,3 days of networkmg

- EASNA would ke to thank the fénaw.ﬁg-M'ajéf‘sﬁnﬁ'sa
Amefican Board of Examinets i Cli nlcal Social Worlr (ABE]

Ceridian -

PretoCall Services

. ValueOptions l/ Cor : : .
Flease go to wm'eama oy fora fu.'.' st ofSpomomand&?w’brto{s

Regaster Now aif www eama @E‘g

For more infortation Clicle:276n Reader Service Card

- The 1 Z?"éfE Annual EME\EA E@’Mﬁ‘ﬁm@

- Farilly Services’ Empfoyeemwtance P g -

wwirbehavioral.net
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social status, it does not mean that

. wé cannot teach children principles

of a democratic and avilized socxcty

 in:which all members have a right to

fear—ﬁeeschoohng 'Ifhxsrequlrcs ama-

" jor shift in whom we target with our
‘ mtervcntlons Rathcrﬂ:anfocusmg on

bullies, Wemxghtbemore successfulin

changing the peer group norms that
reinforce bullying. This is the basic .
operatmg principle of school-wide
- antibullyingprograms. Bullyingisnot. . -
. considered an individual problem of
- some students but asocial problem of
thecollective Suchan approachtobul-
..Iymg might also alleviate the despair

of the victims of buﬁymg

Changmgaschooi ssocial pothsor
- Culture requires increased- ‘awareness -
of the problei’s nature, heightened.- -
momtonng, and systematic and -

consistent responses to bullying in-

mdents by school staff. Most school- _

wide programs.are based on a modelr ]

developed by Obiveus.* I characterize
thekey ¢ elements of such an approach
as foliows- _

Astrongschqgl_statementpmm(jt—
ing positive 5oda1'ic1ationships ,

. andopposingbullying, along with -

a dCSCII_ptIOn of how the school |

 deals with bullying incidents. -

< A decIa.ratlon of the right- af :
' individuals and -groups in the .

school—students teachers, -and

others—for a fear-frce worhng_, :
“Tunication strateg1es relévant either”

- and Ieammg environment, .

+ A statement of the social r’es:pon'-‘ -
. sibilityof those"'who witness peer-.

victimization to intervene or. seek

help: Both' 'studetits and parents

with ‘bullying concerns are en-
'-couraged to speak with schoo}

personnel 50 that madents can’

be followe& up, -

MYTHS AND FACTS ABOUT BULLYING IN SCHOOIS - - .

In addition. to these general guide-
lines, U.S.-based programs influenced
by.coriffict resolution models also in-

- clude explicit instruction of strategies
“that can prevent bullying incidents or:

amchoratemcxmegatwe emotionalim-

-pact {for areview ofi mtervennons see
. thework bySandersandPhye’?), Forex-

ample,as partofaprogmmdevelopedat
thelaboratory school of the Uni iversity

of California, Los Angeles, called Cool

TooIs, students are: taught to leave or
“exit” s1tuaﬁonsbeforctheyescalatc (see
sxdr:bar) They also learn about com-

during or right after the billying epi-
sode, suchas talking to someoneabout

- theincident, Oﬂnerstrateges consistof -
“internal coping responses (e.g., how
toreframe incidents, how 6 problem

solve, etc.). These skills are taught tor

dllstidents; withthe assimption bemg
' tha’t it is not Suﬁi

it for students to’

our expertise

your plece of mind_

Resictential end Inpalient Behavioral Hesilh Care

Chemleat Bependency

Ecting Bisorders

Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder
] 'Ai:xlefy aig léepress?on

Chiiet end Adolescent tssues

Lef our neor century of @\fﬂ(—:—gkamg

- be 2 your plece of mind

j Rogers Memorial Hospﬂ@
el e 34800, 747,4611 wwrssgershospitalerg

ﬁé&_ 11101 tincoln Avenue; Mitwoukes, Wi 53237
SRS 26700 Valley Roud. Oconombwoc wr 530

ircle B.on Reader Service Card

infcal " call

1 § al

- Crisis: stabrllzatron and resoure
- refaral, - Since’ 1992, ProtoCall has*.
been tthe EAP industrys most:

_ proven and trusted’ prov“fder of PrO O,c

center services. " ~g00.435.0197

|- Contact us for a free evaluation of pmf:ocallsrv com
your client response system; .

./ Proud sponsor of the2005 A5 NA !nmture. Come See us at boath f 100

For more :ijormatlon Clrcle 29 on Reader Service Card

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH MANAGEMENT - 39




L

TS AND FACTS ABOUT BULLYING TN SCHOOLS

_ lq_)OWWhat netto do Thcy alsoneed 10 - _
U be ,_ughtwhatto do. Mostmportanﬂy,‘- '
- daflyincidenitsof bullyingare regarded

- +a"teachable moménts” dunng which

---the acquired lmowledgc canbeapplied. -

- and skills practiced. Sctiool staff, probe.

.':: “and remind stadents of the stéategies. -
> whi 'the_ymcdlatebuﬂymgmmdentsm
itways. Cozisistent

follow throughofmadentswesscnmal o =
: T2, ]uvoncn 1 Grabdm S Schu:tcr MA.

Bullying among 'yotmyg adolescenits: The
 strong, the wedk,and thet.mubled_ Pedlatncs :

1thie schoolyard or

‘L 4 The many mjrths about school-
~bullies-and victims: should not guide -

o mterve:nmon efforts-Instead, wesiced

"0 ¥ely ‘on the knowledge gainied S

‘. through xesearch to help us deal with
" the pervaswc problem of bu]lymg and

5. Hawkei DS Bovltod

1 iTowend'comments to the au- .
-thor and- drtors, please e-mail

“jitve eﬁﬂ305@behavaora[ net fo.

'order reprmts fnquantities of 100

“oF more, call (866) 377~ 6454,

References

- 2003;1.‘_12:1_23

Cambndgc Umvcrsxty Press, 1994

" 4 Olwens D. Bu!lymg Vat School: What We

- Xnow and What We CanDo. Ma]dcn, Mass.
B]ackwc!l Publx :

] rcsca:dlonpmmcummauon and psyc.hoso-
- cial rpaladjustment' A mcta—a.nal'ruc review

Psychlatrylom 41:441-55.

40 + MARCFH/APRIL 2005

- D Lifelines and Risk -
Pathways of Youthm Oir Time. New Yorke

‘M]J. Twenty years’: .’

* of ctbss-sectional studics. J Child Psychol

. 6.Graham §, Juvonen]. 5elf-blame and peervie-
timizatign inmiddle school: An attributjional
analysis. Dev Psychol 1996;34:587-99.

"7 Pcrry DG, Kus'cl's'},'licrry'ic':.\ﬁctims of peer

aggréssion. Dev Psychiol 1988;24:807-14.

- 8, Schwaitz D, Piocior LJ, Chien DH. The ag-

gréssive victim of bullying: Emotional and
behavioral dysrcgulatson 3sapathway to vie-
timizationby peers. In: Juvonen ], Graham S,
eds. Peer Harasitent in Schiook The Plight

. of the Vulnerable and Victimized New York:
Gut!ford Pn-_v.s, 20011 7&

9, Mulvey ER Cauﬁman F. Tbc inherent hm—
its of prcdlcdng schoalvw!cn:: Am Psychol
2001 56:757-802.. .

10, Schwarts I, Dodgé KA, Coie JD. The emer-

gence. of chronic peer victimization in boys’
p]ay groups. Chﬂd Doy 1993 #64:1755-72-

11, Egan. SK, Pemr DG ;Docs iuwself rcgard
- invite v:ctxmnzauon'*’ Dcv Psychol 1998;34:
" 299-309.

12, Cra.lg W‘M Pcplcr DI Obscrvatmns of bul-

Iymg and victimization in the school yard.
.Canadian Journal of Schoo] Psychology
1997:13:41-59,

1. Sanders CE, hye GD, eds. Bﬁ!lﬁng- Tmplica-

tions for the Classtooni. San Dxcgo Elsmer
" Acidemic Prms, 2004... :

www.behavioral.net



1

. _ o .,qazpﬂ_:.f IR .W_Eu anog .muﬁnn_ﬁohswﬁomﬁwmuﬁ "PIOAR;, 6} 4 umﬁawbmm fuaq 3o ToTy0E . . :
. f : . 0o 4B PloAR, HIUE 8} puw uoiFunrsw dnogd ayy j0 519 WISYI 10U axe
tﬁm _a.ﬁ__wps ws_amm SBOGT  Bapeg 1o E..ﬁwﬁ&o oM fog I8U3ado], Kes nof uayy, sy DIHI0 o0y wieer ogm syys - o0 .ﬂgsnnwﬂ B4 B nw%_ .&. .nﬁunﬂ% Eﬁumﬁmm ey wﬁma
1901128 {0 Liagoiaossy jouoyoy sannag el ST .
. Viapois HON saun ‘ mN__mﬁEm fQulyaddey SLyeLm 'DOSTADE WeumsTy o Blusddey | -Teqd ¥e} 518028ns TBLIBETA DUTTBS0Y Pres ,‘'axe nag pio &oy - 888D 0} Teuss juaysieiad, e se
“ %M%mwm%wﬁmﬁwuxﬁ JWE._.EE 40 n_m_% 13U og Ay mﬂww 8} £L308 83,004 PIFYD ' ari RIS 30 mergoxd e 3o as.a.emma Supquemmysorop s9e ey "88NqR Jetymy
’ A HENY 31 - -aJed Uaysy pue; SNOLES 3] e BRI NOL, HE3STE OF 8] . TIBEAJOUT - Ol00000 AR o ok : BASD350W  BUTHOAR Jo Ao & g TOOYIS IO
Sh0dIssed Jo afiueys e Jg, Bupse © .# :U ._..E_huw M ﬂx._ﬂ..” ‘BIES 8ls ‘guated b4 mwwuﬂowmu SJ00Eanps Jery Eﬂ%m. N:5h mBm.nm 81} Jo 8o Mﬁaﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂmﬂ?ﬁw? . 88, mﬁmﬁmﬂu UkjorA wﬁ HS .mﬂw
B R e A b USRS gt i S
. X ) ‘Hal I} s . : A 8I0M, jels B0 pire BRI Pas g I SaNERL udpeniony |
Woo%m_w%m_mw”ocw_m_mw_ﬂﬁa_u_m@d SHadxe Saslodspl SIS BB pugy g uoﬁ%a %#%wawa HES " uoRuaAsd wuwm o1A %@a mqu mw umws %aﬂﬁwwﬁ pozoss g.woﬁmn&am oHiepEaG
: PO 3 Sysispd wig|qoudiatn 1) Ae ¥eui-Ualssed g uo EBSEN A14N - -M0-[us ue ‘g 01 Jamodury  Leyy sped noy £ 'sapgas - B, DTIUS B 2redy pug sfecep
T -nuwwm_n _wmm_._w_ww | mm%m“o_mmh ’ ..oﬁoomu.m.uﬁﬁoﬂmﬁgﬁbmﬁ 5330 Joptmoy-oo “Unmesgy uoHoﬁumwm#mﬁB ATIBIIONND" [eajdolonoded UL1e}-ario] esney
A oouos 4o Jopsinos sauepng - Buse) asnes sres pe Fulyng omaus pappeeys ‘syuezed - . 16y AaoAen UB . 8I8M OUM TSIDUD 5mods U0 3B spoxpn SOOI ® 528
it o e S0+ ol e issnosp oy PIED ot aoy &ﬂwﬁwmw%m..__mwmwp%.wsmwwmwﬁommﬁw%. STom 4 poroeren o o £1ced PUS 100 s00krn of o SIS
431901 au3 paoiou sey jooios WERNR4 308 Uaigli Aiew; ssreg - %ﬂ%xm%%ﬁﬂm mm M&m& TYHMTOD mmmnguosﬁnsna Mﬁwﬂmﬁ PURGY UWlEe} yng | iy RIIBDUTY 58 A1Teh $E 701
FEHPE LB Jalatu sy aaq - ~29°|004as 32 peonjaxa Bujag 5) ~I0QUDS stgy ﬁmh Muokwunm..ﬁwwo 0 vmmu%mum No& 818 MOy, :. . «
‘aoeid Wpoddns e Ajaty umﬁ.ﬂm i I el 5 .A. . .

a3 srojng : . ABOIOYIAST Teriony | ‘TTERH Jo siinyfisu { [RUOHEN
: LA P UIBWaI pug Pinoygs A8ty - . UBsiyy, S]ADTIBY  -gomy 0 TeTLmOp sup §
allot) yeipy 34} PiIjo 4nok axepy , . Shempe Jus Y mw ! Srea PUB i ek e AN ks ok :

. SifPololadsg | -pemsuy 4 ij OF #AOI YUSEE o syseq by g So2q 12t BERBIG. Yoo ey o sea ,uwo%nmm_. mﬁmmmmwﬂwmwmmmmwﬁwwwm
00 Ny mHzMﬂqmw LyAm %%%ﬁﬁ.mﬁmﬁm wﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁhﬁ%,nﬁmﬁwmﬁﬁoﬁ%ﬁ R Tometey Ta3te o
nurroped oraropese o) eyuewmap st UOLBIOST [e100S tu0n0eloy
h ’ _... 1
Qnuu mm MMWM 8
IR S BEe SRgecte T
i e
S N EHESS R e EEEGEL S
I Rexl mu_ : mmmmmm_ﬁm i
e 5 m .. twm.w %rm. mm
BN w,a e mut S BE
i i - CEN _Wm‘mmmmﬂm
T - : ,,..‘_,Swa.o : mm&m\mﬂm,m
. Q | : m,.m SEeny ,\_awwd.mm.
T - c ......V.B..‘,,pm.mm. mw..m
o s . : " .m._w.ﬁ.




[FRTI

miych Worse -~ ‘are, pap-
pmg up on. eIntemet m -
Thurn book agcountsthat g
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LA:N' (:'A.‘ 'S‘]‘ER, Pa ---7
: Youhavea blgnose Y-our-;f- 1
butt i& huge Youre 'ugly " to

Era

You smell. -
These: msults

i students there-The hurn.

bogks are, weabng a stir

inJogal comununities and

acrbss the country.-
Inspited by -the 2004

. . Lindsay Lohan- movie

“Mean Girls)” birn: books

A . Twitter.. accounts

where an, anonymous per-
s6n posts multiple Tweets

. .. thaf insult; taimt and.call

out ¢classmates by name
on thte social rhedia mes-

' - aging network.
- . Maphei

P u'al, Donega!, ‘Garden
<. Spot, . Hempfield-. and
- Ephrata . schools - -are
" among. those that. have
i been. targeted . by ‘bum
" “hook accounts. -
- Godcemédparentsand
- . .students have alerted lo--
~ cdl - police departments
- .. about: the burn -books,
" ‘which also-make grapluc.
+ sageusations about, sti-
- -demis’,.or even teachers’,
B semxalhablts,dmﬂungor :

drugiise, in addmon 10, the

L _ ;out-dowus

'I‘he accouiﬂé specml

" jze in casualcraelty, with -
N Manhelm Central’s. sagn-

ing off Wednesday night

- o7 with-this flippant tweet:
" $P'm -dene. for - tonight, -

: ’tcryyourselfto sIeep'
- peo ple.”

Some lok:al pohce say

o the accounts ‘are,. more
.. than just: msultmg They

are taling steps:to obtain

. . account’ holders’ names
. and will consider prosecu-
- Hion on-charges such: as _

harassment or harass-
ment by COmmumcatlon

- “This absolutely 1s cy-
bezbu}lymg, this .is~what
it's about;” said Lititz po-

T lice Detecf:me John Scho-

y"-the. ,I.J;_J_rn_
boGks .afe _mode' yer
: sion of playgroufid
and'zthat: ﬁeople )]
should  ighors them or-
block them. . . :

Ephrata policd Sgt. Da- -

- vid Shupp said his depart- -

ment has not’ Yeceived

eir )mplamts dlrect—
Iy 1o ‘Twitter :and filing
oLt about “the - acs

Bm'n beaks " have
been around foryearsin
dlffel‘ent formats. ¥or-

siti ”‘w-merly called "stam

‘bocks, “theyused tobéa’
Spiral- bound notebook .
whexe someone would |
poita quesuon and pass -
it-around-ir school for

< calls gbout. the Ephrita f,others ‘to write an an-

burn bogk He said®gw

swer. Insults also were

would e difficult to fin usuilly wr:tten in the

- the manpower. to police:, oo

these types of Interm
- problems. - T

and 20 more are ¢oming
tomoreow,” he said. “It
Just _keeps coming. Kids
“Just keep domg stupni

The burn ook that 1o

. cently popped wp in Man- .
heim township hiad sticre
than 400 students follow-

mg it 'when it -was taken
dowr Wednesday. .

plethatlove me;" posted a
student. who: had been
called ottt on the site, -

“You canfix1Di ofthe,;;e .
~ chrémicles- the comeup- -

Stidents have . beeﬂf
eligh ¢

] nnd. this-I- kin readyhasbeenparodled
hat hamci’l”‘is'”‘
W) snmoueposte om -’
the Manheim Central:
burn book -~ and combat-
knp -antofpeo— -

The burn bock was
feaﬁﬁ:edprommenﬂym
"Medn? Girls,* which

pance of a girls’ clique
called the Plastics.;
- Sthools™ i1i Arizona,

,Georgla,SouthCarolma

and. ofher -areas  also |
_have been’ targeted by

“burn boak accounts, at-

cording to pnlme news -

) aeoounts

o In-fact, the Phenome-

o6 has-: been around

lopgrenough that it al-

dn'such Twittér accounts .

-#Suri’s: Burn Book,*
.where Tom ‘Critise and
HKatie Holmies’ préco-
cious - ¢hild aﬂegedly’
tweets thibughits siichas,
“Jenmfer Amston is en-

Insome commumues Tt e

studt;nts are ﬁghtmgback

by - starting. altérpative -

sites, Soméone startedthe

“Warwick . friend: bookr -

Twitter account that-also
* pliments them’ for- -being

“super hot,” 4 -great

dancer® and. “gorgeom; "
Some upset viewers
a'ouarenﬂv are  taking

names students, but com-

Iocally, many peopla
-Are hoping the fad is
short-Hved: :

: "Harassment is ha-
rassoient, iomatter how
yo:é:look at it,* Schofxeld
sal




AnIntermew with an Experton Bullylng Promdes a J’hought—

The hehavioral expectations for st.u;ients that promote tol erance and respect: should apply

. hﬁp:!lwww.njcommonground.org/ZOI 1/09/]2/when—the-bully-—is-thc-tca_cherl o

When the Bully is the Teacher - NICommonGround.org Pagelofd

Inereasing the dialogue among st_al:c'ehqlders-inNew Jersey’s special education systein " “Search our site... Search
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When thg Bully is the Teacher

7 Posted by adimin on .S'epfember:.e, 2011
CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE

COMMON’ GROUND E—NEWSLETTER nNow!

provokmg Perspective’
o ‘ o I MostRecentArheIes
By Jean Harkness - - “Bullying by teachers
C ' "is enabledbya smsuor Tics and'roumtbe Syudromc
Many parents would advise 2 éhild that-the only way to - . _ - "
deal mth bullies is to stand up to them. But, on cpnspzrgcy OfSﬂence . Sche lEduca'aou %‘, te toBeneﬁta.H .‘_,{:—_
- Dr.'AIcm MéEvoy Stdents C

reflection » this simple philos ophy is not pmucal and

can be dangerons. What if ';he'huliyis much bigger and
stronfer? What if thereis a gmup of bullies? What if the bully is nn adult? What if tbcbully:s e
teacher? Bul]ymg in schoal is nota sm1ple problem. It extends beyond students and mt‘ludw -
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the whole school.community, Schols are belng challenged to expand their thm]cmg about whiat

wmvolvedmmhng amommpectftﬂ andtclerautschoolctﬂtum. Déspstestatereqmrements‘ ‘ e e o -
_ that bullying pohcy and programs adfress the citare of the entire school many sehiocl " ‘mmmﬂum ALT. AWS

t only the student behavior. Scrambling to meet stat ents to provide

programs target only the stndent 0T, g to meet state requirem opro-m Syn eAirtismb i Bullying cvis

Yesearched gnd provenstrateglestuaddmssthepmblemufbuﬂymg,schoolsareumngthe . o o

resources availahle. H ton compet Y

) H . ‘ .
: edumﬁonCOHIZtSm@aquAPE

The bulk of research and the nesultmg program models bave been lumted #lmost éxclusively to EE

student behav:or. Studénts are the most important emphasis in any school but they are not ’ H Feature Fedearsl ovm’gbrFI' om fhe

alone in shaping its cultire; Teachers, coaches, and adminfstrators ate at the forefroptin . - - :

_ ACapltol hidden

:mp]ementmg change and creating e cnlture of respect, Change begins with school le aders
medeling respectful behavior; supporting a no-tolerance approach te bullying; and deploying .
anti-bullying strategies, . . .

dmsabﬂm&sIDEAandwdmlawiearmng
dlsablimes]egaluabmulomischool -
dxschJDOE\IJ-Izglshturémoa‘»&'&

to th aff, d b h 2)
equally-to the school staff. School eiforts to intervene inan prevent bullying s ould applyto Lthm mmmummmwmu tsl’

--:-'u-d-uu.-.n-'uiu-b--q_-un-'-'n--l-'-nn-

- all members of the school conimunity . Preliminary research indicates that the same standards - - ‘

are not bemg apphed or exforced when the bully is a teacher. . Perspecuveplacementprofessmﬁals

: : - Q&4 school Admintsrmscionselfcontained-
Dr, Alan McEvoy, professor of somu]ogyat Northern Michigan Umveraty,ls aleading authauly- ) . R SR
classroo: hotsod: Cl

on harassment and bullying. He has been a pionéer in research that focuses on tencher (and . : TOSnapS, M‘w‘spe al Ed

coach) bullying. In a vecent nterview Dr, McEvoy shared his views and research findings, 7 dmgSp e Ci al )

including his piiot study, Teachers Who Bully Students: Patterns and Policylmplimﬁon_s. Ce .

6/21/2012
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When the Bully is the Tezcher - NJComimonGround.org -

-

Q What are the slmllctrltles between teacher bull’zes and .
stud’ent bullies? :

N rﬁcarch found thai-g3 pereant of the 236 teac.hem and students surveyed report:d that teacker
‘ bul!ymg occunnd in schoot and the sabjccts wcm in agre ement rega:dmg who thc bul hcs were -

oocurs m,front ofa dasmom of stu den ts; " ullymg’by teacliors is euab]ed bya consplracy af
stence,"he noted, Students ‘are often hesitant 1o report benause they fear that disel osure will
Jead to repma] Though: McEvoy s research did not quantify thiis, many of the parrative answers

clearly showed that the respondcnts were afraid:

'Nothmghappened after I complaine’ d, butsmce I knew that my teacher knew?

‘complained; T was s::ared togoto dlass."
"I felt the teacher world hate me.*

“Colleagnes rarely report bullying bécause incidents are contained n the classroom, hidden
-from the observation 6f other aduIts "he: t‘eported. Addxhonally, the students and faculty

. surveyed percewed that there was o effective or meaningful reams for complambs agafost
zig;and that them were scldom negative sanictions for teachers who were

. ftea&us for'h
- réporied.Thé pesteption that school fcident repqrhng and investigation mechanisms are

- complicated andinefective perpetuates the sitence and secrecy that enabl es bullying, Teacher
bullying has serious emotional and social conseql.ieuces that undermines the academic and. .

- so¢ial climate at schdol Bullying is afundamental wrruphon and violation of ﬂ:e teacher mle
.~ Two-characteristics; to educate and to protect, are central 10 that role. :Bu]lymg is 2 violation of .
. both duties, The emotional and social consequences of btﬂl}ungcanyovcr and adversely affect:
‘the victim's performance in other tlas ses ahid schod! activities, The studem‘s relahonshibs thh
‘other teachers and students are disordered. "’I‘eacher'bulbung often mdudm fhe tacit apprma‘.l

. ofthe; gmup," McEvoy obscrved. Bystanders ‘silence and/or-responsm (such as laugimzr}

- reinfoice the legitimacy,of the bullying and cmaﬁc 2 contagious atmnsphem of abuse amplrfymg
- the expexrience of m:urmzaho:x - :

Q: 'ﬁ’hat are the dg‘)’ermces between teacher bullles and
student bullies? o _

: A:,Bul_})ung by teachersis rarely phiysical, Mbst states have Jews that prohibit physical -
discipline: Additionally, most selools bave dlear "hands off” policies and procedutes that
pmh‘blt phystm] wumctwath studcnts. Verbal and emotional abuse isaless defined area. A

: possible exceptron to thr.s may be athlenc coaches. “Actwe or passive abuses of the athletic

. training maybe anmployed to cull ain p!ayers—for emmple whent a football coach encourages
.la:ger team membersto ‘go after' (i€, tike cheap shots or physically burt) another wesker .
athlete to get bimto quit the team,” s2id McEvoy “Bullying by teachers is slmost always done

-in the contéxt of the' legmmate role of the teacher to motivate or discipline the stadent,” lie

* sgid: ~Thismasks the trite fature of thebehavior.” For example, 2 student may be singled out
for ridicule or cgrrection repeatedly in front of the class; assigned detentions or otherlegmmate

- sanctions; and even poorly grad.ed .'Bullylng oceurs when these ]egmmate fmictidns are applied
unfairly and fnconsistently. There isa “gray line” between when discipline and motivation al
technigues become excéssive. B_eca.use of the lack of defipition regarding the proportionate and
appmpriate. application of dfsc.ipline. and motivation, reported incidentsare frequently denied

httj:if/www.njcommonground.crglzo1‘1/09/12/whsn—thc—buIlywis-thc—tcachc_rl S

:herbu]iymg)s A-Corm oD pmblem that exists: m-most schools,” said McEvoy. Hismr — - 1.
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and defended. “When confronted with a complaint of bullying, the action is justified as a
legmmate ﬂ:sczp]me or motivational measure,” boted McEvoy. “Studént bullies kriow what they -
) are doing and that § it is wrong, " he said. "'l‘eacher bullies may not fully recognize the harm they
e EIE domg Onee eecused of m)ssmg the lme msny teachers smcenely contend that they were
actmg in the best intepest af the c!ass or student Most schools today recogn ize that student- to-

student bullying is aserious pmblem. In responsc, many schools have developed policies and
procedures and have unplemented pmgrams to prevent bu]Iymg and promote arespectfil

- “school climate umongthr. students: "Them isa comspicnous- abseuce ofschool policiesand -
pmcednres dealing with teacher bull_ymg, sazd McEvoy. :

Q: Why is teacher bullymga cnncal zssue for a school
community? .
“It is the function of the schooito e du@&,"-mid McEvoy. “Effective teaching is dependent on
: éstnblisﬁing effeitive an‘d’rpoéiﬁw. social aiid emotional re]zitioﬁships with students. Bullying by
teachers interferes with and can destroy the dew.]opment of smeh relationships and thereby
disritpt learning.”

"Abcommodaﬁoﬁs alsanead to be made fcf-s_tudeutS who feel they are being bullied," according .
. .id McEvay. Schools caw build fexibility ito their programs to enable students to.Jeave & class
" or situation that makes them uncomfortable without the repercussion of losing credit or

missing work. Online learning opportunities, transferring to another class, or other

accommiodations should be made.- avaﬂah!a ]
The mechanisms exist forschools to address ﬂ:e probiem of tencher bullying, Incident

reportmg and mvesngatmn urei'ngramed in pur school sy stems for other k:mds of behavior Tike
sexual hatassment claims. These existing policies m:dproce dures can be rewewed and adapted

tothe problemn o‘fteachei.bauying. :

NwJerSest known to be 2 highty ]m,glous smte. Challenging a tenured teacher provokesfear
of union mvolvement and mcpcnsrve]awsuﬂs. While these are realistic concerns for schools in

' the midst of euts thatlumtstaﬁ‘hm and district fr.mdmg, sthoolhoards.do have the authority.
to stand up tohullm‘bycmahng yolxmw that ca.n"be effemvely enforced. The topie needs to be
‘addressed and the dislog needs tobegin. A cultare of respect can only be created when the '
exntire school community -—mclndmg teachers and administ }:atozs-—supports thcfan- and

- cqnsxstent application of behavioral expectation.
Jean Harkness is a policy consultant with New Jefsay School Boards Association’s Legal & _ o . .
Policy Services Department. She can be reached at jharkness@njsba.org. Reprinted with . _ . ; *
penmss:an  from rheNovember/Dacember 2010is5ue of SchoalLeader magazine, Copyrgght
2010 New Jersey Schooi’ Boards Association. All rights reserved: :
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